
 

 

 

“Allen” and his wife were married 9 years ago in Eritrea.  He served in the military during a 10-year 

war between Eritrea and Ethiopia.  He spoke out often about the government and how it              

oppressed the Eritrean people.  After his required service time of 1.5 years, he was forced to stay in 

the army and often was not paid.   In 2014 he fled Eritrea walking 12 hours by foot across the     

border to a Refugee Camp in Ethiopia.   His wife was 8 

months pregnant so he did not see or meet his son until 

he was 1 year old!  He lived in a tent with 12 men in the 

camp.  There were no jobs but he was given a small 

amount of oil, wheat and chickpeas for food. 

 

While in the camp alone he was attacked, his ankle and 

foot broken, his facial bones broken and he was left for 

dead! An older Eritrean woman took him into her tent 

that had 2 rooms & shared her food with him, cared for 

him sacrificially, feeding him and nursed him back to 

health.   

 

During this struggle,  unbeknownst to “Allen” their almost 

2-year-old son “Alex” had suddenly gotten a very high  

fever & died.   His wife says through tears, “he was such a 

good boy and I miss him.”   

 

Eventually she was strong enough to join her husband, walking across the border with her young 

baby and her remaining older son.  They stayed in the camp 4 years.  There were 8000 refugees 

in the camp.  “There is no school for the kids and little for anyone to do”, he says.  

 

They were interviewed many times for their Visa paperwork to the 

United States but because of his attack and fear of safety they 

were blessed to have the process expedited (still taking 1 year 7 

months to enter the US).  When they heard they had been          

selected to come to the US, they knew they were very lucky!  

 “Allen”  and his family arrived in St. Louis the end of September 

2018.   He said he will do any kind of work, he just wants to work 

and get paid.  They are happy to feel safe & are grateful  for the friends at Oasis who have given 

them the things they need to start a life in St. Louis.   
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J A N U A RY  

 2 0 1 9  

Isaiah  

43:18-19 

 “Forget the 

former things; 

do not dwell on 

the past. 

See, I am doing 

a new thing! 

Now it springs 

up;                   

do you not   

perceive it?       

I am making a 

way in the   

wilderness and 

streams in the 

wasteland.” 

 

OUR MISSION 
is to 

Love & Care         
For those seeking  

refuge from 
 war-torn countries  

with the heart of Jesus        Beginning A New Life In St. Louis 

Good Neighbor Ministry 

Being a friend to a refugee is what Jesus asks us to do!       

As we begin this NEW YEAR— WOULD  YOU CONSIDER         

JOINING US?   WE NEED MORE AMERICANS TO                            

BEFRIEND OUR REFUGEE FRIENDS!                  

Email Denise :goodneigborstl@oasis4refugees.org  



 

 

 PREPARING A 

PLACE REHAB IS 

WAITING FOR YOU!  
PLANS ARE APPROVED & WE 

ARE READY TO BUILD &    

FINISH THIS DUPLEX FOR 2 REFUGEE     

FAMILIES!  We need TEAMS NOW TO INSTALL : 

1. 2 x 4 Framing 

2. Insulation  

3. Drywall  

GET A GROUP TOGETHER AND CONTACT 

BUTCH: butch.renaud@oasis4refugees.org 

5035 Gravois Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFT DELIVERY A FUN SUCCESS!   

 

Check out our wish list on         

Amazon & Ship or Drop off at: 

Oasis International  

5035 Gravois Avenue or call  

#314-353-3800 (for large item pick-up) 

Let’s resolve 

in 2019 to:  

“We        

proclaim 

how great 

you are 

and tell of 

the         

wonderful 

things you 

have done.” 

Psalm 75:1  

“Thanks a lot Oasis team for the gift.  God bless you all.  We love you” - Omer, Sudan 

 

“Each refugee family welcomed us with warm hospitality, coffee and sweet treats.  One boy was so thrilled to get his fishing 

game.  We were able to set it up & play it with him.  He didn’t want us to leave at the end!” - Brianna, volunteer  

 

With the help of over 65 teams— almost 150+ people— we delivered gifts to 150 refugee 

families in December.    Thank you to everyone that helped make this a successful day!    

The Lord and our wonderful supporters continue to 

AMAZE and BLESS  Oasis International.   Thank you to 

everyone who gave sacrificially to this ministry of loving 


